[Addictions and aging].
The most frequent addictions observed in the elderly are alcoholism and therapeutic drug abuse, due to the psychic and physical vulnerability associated with age. First, the impact of aging to addiction is presented from epidemiologic data. Somatic and neuropsychiatric complications, interaction between addiction and mental illnesses, and therapeutic approach are detailed. In the second part, the psychopathological basis likely to support the addictive conduit occurring in old age is explored.